
 



 

Introduction 

When the 1996 Summer Olympics were chosen, the US Post Office (USPS) was an international sponsor of the IOC. 

That changed not least through restructuring within USPS; on the other hand, the private courier service United Parcel 

Service (UPS) went on the offensive when the USPS no longer appeared as the main sponsor.  

This had noticeable consequences both for the organization of the mail traffic for the summer games and for the spending 

policy of the host country's post office. The changed situation compared to previous games is to be documented in the 

exhibit.  

The (virtual) object primarily takes into account the use of special postmarks at the regular and special mobile post offices 

during the Olympic period. The USPS was of course present at the Olympic World Exhibition OLYMPHILEX ‘96, and this 

with an extensive range of sports stamps (with the forced waiver of an Olympic reference).  

Many foreign postal administrations also took the opportunity to offer their philatelic products and even to hold first day 

ceremonies (UN New York). The inclusion would have gone beyond the scope.  

The real and far more difficult challenge for the Olympic collector interested in postal history was to document everyday 

Olympic postal life outside of the “OLYMPHILEX collectors' meeting point”.  

A certain part of the factual communication went through UPS. The private carrier also created a special Olympic 

structure and came up with special features that are reflected in the exhibit. This means that - in times when the 

foundations of the state postal monopoly were being shaken around the world - the limits of traditional philately were 

being exceeded.  

The presentation of these materials is intended to stimulate the discussion about ways of future modern philately, how to 

consider these new elements.  

The term "communication" in the catchy version of the title is to be understood as meaning the factual or material 

communication, i.e. the area of responsibility that falls traditionally to the official postal provider, now extended by new 

worldwide operating courier services.  

Structure  

1.   Introduction: The role of the post in the Games of the Century 

2.   The United States Postal Service (USPS) special editions 

2.1.   Sheet May 2, 1996 

2.2.   Sheet July 19, 1996 

3.   About the postal service during the Summer Games 

3.1.   Handling of mail with the „nerve centers“ of the games 

3.1.1.   Incoming mail handling 

3.1.1.1.   Organizing Committee / ACOG / 

3.1.1.2.   Safety check for the Olympic infrastructure during the summer games 

3.1.1.3.   Olympic postcodes 

3.1.2.   Handling of outgoing mail 

3.1.2.1.   General task in the press center and lnt. Radio and TV center 

3.1.2.2.   Regular offices on special duty (Olymp. Village, Olymp. Youth Camp) 

3.1.2.3.   Special post office in the IOC hotel "Marriott Marquis" 

3.2.   About the work of the special post offices 

(3.2.1.   Special Post Office OLYMPHILEX '96) 

3.2.2.   Fox Theater Special Post Office 

3.2.3.   Mobile special post offices 

3.3.   Regular offices in the Olympic period 

3.3.1.   Mail centers in Greater Atlanta and Athens 

3.3.2.   Metropolitan Atlanta offices 

3.3.3.   Offices in the neighbourhood of Olympic venues in the region 

3.3.4.   Main Post Office Savannah 

4.   Communication through UPS (Letters)  

4.1.   Role as TOP IV sponsor 

4.2.   UPS at the Olympic Games 

(5.   Foreign postal administrations at OLYMPHILEX '96) 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 



 



 

 



 



 



 

 



 



 



 



 

 



 



 

 



 



 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 



 



 

 

 



 

 



 



 



 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 



 

 

 



 



 



 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 



 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 



 



 



 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 


